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The Honourable the Chief Justice, Sundaresh Menon, will deliver this
year's Herbert Smith Freehills-SMU Asian arbitration lecture on
Thursday 24 November.
The Chief Justice will speak on the role of the party-appointed arbitrator, discussing whether
they are adjudicators, advocates, or something in between? His Honour will examine their
functions, duties and ethical obligations from pre-appointment consultations to the ﬁnal
discharge of the mandate, and whether there is an adequate common understanding of these
matters. The Chief Justice will also suggest some practical rules of engagement and best
practices that emerge from his analysis.
Commentary will be provided by Alastair Henderson, Herbert Smith Freehills' Head of
International Arbitration, Southeast Asia.
"The last ﬁfteen years have transformed Singapore's status as a global centre for arbitration,"
said Alastair. "Rising volumes of investments, joint ventures and projects in this region have
inevitably produced disputes, and where once the arbitrations would have been held in
Europe or the US, international companies are now choosing Singapore and other Asian
centres as a matter of course."
"It is vital that Asia must also contribute thought leadership and academic inﬂuence. The
further global development of arbitration must come from truly international collaboration."

The lecture series, hosted by Singapore Management University’s Centre for Cross-Border
Commercial Law in Asia this year, was established in 2010 through funding from Herbert
Smith Freehills, and promotes collaborative forms of dispute resolution and access to justice.
It also aims to promote Singapore as a leading centre for dispute resolution in Asia,
particularly in arbitration and mediation. Each year, a distinguished arbitrator delivers the
lecture, which is also published in a leading global arbitration journal.
Notes for editors

1. The lecture will take place on Thursday, 24 November 2016 from 5-6.30pm (Registration
begins at 4.30pm), at the Mochtar Riady Auditorium on level 5 of the Singapore
Management University Administration Building, 81 Victoria Street, Singapore 188065. If
you wish to attend, please RSVP by 5pm on 23 November 2016 to Huang Peiling (Ms),
SMU Oﬃce of Corporate Communications & Marketing, at email: plhuang@smu.edu.sg or
tel: 6828-0964.
2. Operating from over 26 oﬃces across Asia Paciﬁc, EMEA and North America, Herbert
Smith Freehills is at the heart of the new global business landscape providing premium
quality, full-service legal advice. We provide many of the world’s most important
organisations with access to market-leading dispute resolution, projects and
transactional legal advice, combined with expertise in a number of global industry
sectors, including energy, natural resources, infrastructure, technology and ﬁnancial
services. www.herbertsmithfreehills.com Follow us on Twitter @HSFPressOﬃce
3. Singapore Management University (SMU) is internationally recognised for its worldclass research and distinguished teaching. Established in 2000, SMU’s mission is to
generate leading-edge research with global impact and produce broad-based, creative
and entrepreneurial leaders for the knowledge-based economy. SMU education is known
for its highly interactive, collaborative and project-based approach to learning, and for its
technologically enabled pedagogy of seminar-style teaching in small class sizes.
4. Comprised of six schools specialising in Accountancy, Business, Economics, Information
Systems, Law and Social Sciences, it oﬀers a wide range of bachelors', masters' and PhD
degree programmes and is home to over 9,500 students. With an emphasis on
generating relevant multi-disciplinary research that addresses Asian issues, and being
Singapore’s only university in the city, SMU enjoys strategic linkages with business,
government and the wider community through its research institutes, centres and labs.
www.smu.edu.sg
5. The Centre for Cross-Border Commercial Law in Asia (CEBCLA) facilitates research
in all areas of commercial law especially in the Asian context. CEBCLA aims to be the
leading Asian centre of research in commercial law which is informed by a variety of
research methods including doctrinal, theoretical, empirical, historical and comparative

perspectives. The goal is that CEBCLA will act as the meeting point and ﬁrst port of call
for scholars, leading practitioners, governments and policy makers pursuing rigorous,
informed and signiﬁcant research in commercial law in Asia. http://cebcla.smu.edu.sg
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