LEADING CORPORATE LAWYER
HAITHAM HAWASHIN TO JOIN
HERBERT SMITH FREEHILLS IN
DUBAI
28 June 2017 | Dubai
News

International law ﬁrm Herbert Smith Freehills has announced the
appointment of leading corporate lawyer Haitham Hawashin to join as
a partner, based in Dubai.
Haitham will join from Simmons & Simmons in the UAE where he is a partner. He also worked
in the London, Singapore and Hong Kong oﬃces of another leading international law ﬁrm.
Haitham is bilingual in English and Arabic.
He has broad international and regional experience in general corporate and corporate
ﬁnance work including joint ventures, private equity, cross-border M&A and debt & equity
capital markets transactions. His experience includes advising in sectors such as asset
management & investment funds, ﬁnancial institutions, TMT, real estate,
energy/infrastructure and utilities. He also has considerable debt and equity capital markets
experience having advised issuers and underwriters regionally and globally.
Haitham has advised on many headline transactions. His recent experience includes advising:
Abu Dhabi Financial Group in connection with a number of joint ventures and acquisitions in
the UAE and internationally including a number of club and co-investment deals; IFC, EIB, EKF
and other lenders in connection with the project ﬁnancing of the 117-megawatt Taﬁla Wind
Farm project; and Abu Dhabi National Chemicals Company (ChemaWEyaat) in connection
with the development of a terminal and tank farm.
Haitham will work closely with Zubair Mir, the ﬁrm's Managing Partner for the Middle East.

Zubair commented: "Haitham is one of the few lawyers in the region who has the
international experience and technical expertise to provide top quality advice to our clients
doing business in the region and globally. His knowledge of the regional market and Middle
Eastern entities, as well as his local language and cultural capability, will be a perfect
addition to our team."
Scott Cochrane, Global Head of Corporate, commented: "I look forward to welcoming Haitham
to the Corporate practice. It's great to be able to bring a new, highly regarded corporate
lawyer into the Middle East practice. We are committed to deepening our relationships with
key clients and targets in the region and bringing Haitham on board will help greatly with
this. Building our capability to service clients both in local markets and internationally is a
key element of our strategy and Haitham's recruitment will strengthen this capability
further."
The appointment follows the recent high-proﬁle hires of Finance lawyer Dmitry Gubarev in
Moscow and Disputes lawyer Brian Spiro in London. The ﬁrm also promoted 21 lawyers to
partnership last month, covering 8 oﬃces between UK, EMEA and Asia-Paciﬁc, which
demonstrated the ﬁrm's commitment to investing in its global network of oﬃces and creating
a diverse partnership.

About Herbert Smith Freehills' Middle East oﬃces
Our Dubai oﬃce serves as the hub of our Middle East operations, providing corporate,
ﬁnance, projects and real estate advice to clients, and helping resolve disputes in all of these
sectors.
We have advised on Middle East transactions for over 40 years and our multidisciplinary
team acts for international and regional clients conducting business throughout the Middle
East and North Africa with legal experts working on notable deals in the UAE, Saudi Arabia,
Qatar, Bahrain, Kuwait, Iraq, Iran, Oman, Jordan, Egypt, Pakistan and India.
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