IRIS NETWORK CELEBRATES
DIVERSITY IN HERBERT SMITH
FREEHILLS OFFICES AROUND THE
GLOBE
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The Herbert Smith Freehills IRIS Network is today marking IDAHOT
Day with celebrations across its global oﬃces. The International Day
Against Homophobia, Transphobia and Biphobia (IDAHOT) is the
largest LGBTI solidarity event in the world, and the ﬁrm events in
oﬃces across EMEA, Asia and Australia are a reﬂection of its
longstanding commitment to LGBTI inclusion.
Justin D’Agostino, Global Head of Disputes, Regional Managing Partner Australia & Asia, and
the ﬁrm’s IRIS Network Executive Sponsor, noted the important role the Network plays in the
lives of LGBTI staﬀ and allies in overcoming homophobia and discrimination.
“Out in the world we see daily reminders of the challenges that LGBTI individuals face. These
events for IDAHOT Day represent our commitment to, and celebration of, gender identity and
sexual orientation diversity and our belief that true inclusion means everyone should feel
safe to bring their ‘whole selves’ to work.”
Some of the events the ﬁrm is holding include:

In London the IRIS Network is launching its charity partnership with FFLAG (Family and
Friends of Lesbians and Gays), a voluntary organisation which provides support to
parents and their LGBT children. IDAHOT 2017 has a focus on families and the event will
align the aims of IDAHOT Day with the strategic goal of the partnership with FFLAG.

Herbert Smith Freehills’ Melbourne oﬃce is celebrating IDAHOT Day with a panel
discussion of leading lesbians in the ﬁeld of sport and business, facilitated by the
Executive Director of the Victorian Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission
Catherine Dixon. Panellists will include Kelly Applebee, former Victorian cricket captain
and Diversity Manager for the AFL Players’ Association, and Fiona Smith, leading
business executive, and former Company Secretary at Murray Goulburn and Deputy
Company Secretary BHP Billiton.
In Hong Kong, Herbert Smith Freehills is a sponsor of the Hong Kong LGBT+ Inclusion
Awards. The awards are presented as a gala dinner at Island Shangri-La, and as a
member of the judging panel Justin D’Agostino will present the LGBT+ Executive Sponsor
Award.
In Perth, the IRIS Network has partnered with Woodside’s LGBTI network, Spectrum, to
host a joint IDAHOT day event for employees of Woodside and Herbert Smith Freehills.
Woodside and Herbert Smith Freehills will be joined by other members of the LGBTI and
allies networks from other organisation in Perth including Shell and GE and will also hear
from PRIDE WA on its upcoming initiatives to support LGBTI inclusion in Western
Australia.
The ﬁrm’s Brisbane oﬃce is hosting guest speaker Nat Cook, Olympic gold and bronze
medallist for beach volleyball and the ﬁrst Australian woman to compete at ﬁve Olympic
Games. As a proud member of the LGBTI community, she will share her insights about
the importance of promoting inclusion in sport, and the far-reaching beneﬁts this has for
the community.
In Germany, Managing Partner Dr Ralf Thaeter is marking the event with a reiteration to
all staﬀ about the ﬁrm’s commitment to LGBTI inclusion and a celebration of the themes
of IDAHOT day.

Mr D’Agostino added: “Our global IRIS Network provides an important and safe platform to
connect LGBTI partners and staﬀ and their allies from all of our oﬃces. We launched the IRIS
Network from our regional networks in December 2016 to bring together our regional
networks and create an alliance that allows for the sharing of ideas, resources and support.”
First created in 2004, IDAHOT Day is observed on May 17 annually and draws attention to the
violence and discrimination experienced by LGBTI people internationally.
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