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Upon the end of the Brexit transition period at 11pm on 31 December
2020, the UK ceased to implement EU sanctions. UK sanctions are
now in force under the UK’s domestic sanctions regime, the
framework for which is contained in the Sanctions and Money
Laundering Act 2018 (“SAMLA”). The UK has introduced regulations
under SAMLA which implement UK versions of the EU sanctions
regimes that were in force pre-Brexit, although the new UK sanctions
are not identical to the EU sanctions in all respects. Given the nonidentical nature of the UK and EU regimes, there is the potential for an
increased compliance burden to be placed on companies which are
required to comply with both sets of sanctions. Businesses which are
subject to the new UK regime should therefore ensure that they
understand how these sanctions apply to them, and the extent to
which they may diﬀer from the previous EU-derived regime.
This brieﬁng provides: an overview of the new UK SAMLA regime; the key diﬀerences
between the UK and EU regimes, including a closer look at the Russian sanctions and
blocking regimes imposed by both the UK and EU; indications on how the UK regime may
evolve over time, and the extent to which it may diverge from the EU further; and practical
compliance steps for businesses that need to navigate the new UK regime.
Please read our full brieﬁng here

KEY CONTACTS
If you have any questions, or would like to know how this might aﬀect your business, phone,
or email these key contacts.

SUSANNAH
COGMAN
PARTNER, LONDON
+44 20 7466 2580
Susannah.Cogman@hsf.com

DANIEL HUDSON
PARTNER, LONDON
+44 20 7466 2470
Daniel.Hudson@hsf.com

KATE MEAKIN
PARTNER, LONDON

BRIAN SPIRO
PARTNER, LONDON

+44 20 7466 2169
Kate.meakin@hsf.com

+44 20 7466 2381
brian.spiro@hsf.com

ELIZABETH HEAD
SENIOR ASSOCIATE,
LONDON
+44 20 7466 6443
Elizabeth.Head@hsf.com

WILL MERRY
ASSOCIATE, LONDON
+44 20 7466 2266
will.merry@hsf.com

LEGAL NOTICE
The contents of this publication are for reference purposes only and may not be current as at
the date of accessing this publication. They do not constitute legal advice and should not be
relied upon as such. Speciﬁc legal advice about your speciﬁc circumstances should always be
sought separately before taking any action based on this publication.
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