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The ICC has announced that it will be opening a representative oﬃce
in the United Arab Emirates to service the Middle East and North
Africa region. The oﬃce aims to be open by early 2018 in the new
arbitration hearing centre of the Abu Dhabi Global Market (ADGM) in
Al Maqam Tower on Al Maryah Island in the UAE capital, Abu Dhabi.
ADGM is a ﬁnancial freezone, similar to the Dubai International Financial Centre (DIFC) in the
neighbouring Emirate, and has three independent authorities, the Registration Authority, the
Financial Services Regulatory Authority and ADGM Courts, which provide an independent
judicial system and legislative infrastructure based on the Common Law. As a seat of
arbitration, the ADGM oﬀers a modern, pro-arbitration framework modelled on the UNCITRAL
Model Law. The establishment of an arbitration centre in the ADGM will increase the dispute
resolution oﬀering in the UAE, which already boasts the on shore Abu Dhabi Commercial
Conciliation and Arbitration Centre (ADCCAC) and the Dubai International Arbitration Centre
(DIAC) and the freezone based DIFC-LCIA.
The opening of an ICC representative oﬃce has been welcomed by the legal community in
the region as enhancing the UAE as the preferred venue for arbitrations seated in the Middle
East. We understand that local ICC staﬀ will be able to accept registrations of new cases
under the ICC Rules, which will be administered by one of the ICC Court Secretariat’s existing
case management teams. The oﬃce will also provide a point of contact for parties to ICC
arbitrations in the region. According to ICC statistics, 56 parties from the UAE were involved
in cases ﬁled with the ICC Court in 2016.
Craig Shepherd, Herbert Smith Freehills’ Head of Middle East Disputes and Global Co-Head of
Contentious Construction and Infrastructure, is quoted in The National, the Middle East’s
leading English language news service, as saying: “It’s a very signiﬁcant move, as the ICC is
in my experience the most commonly speciﬁed international arbitration body in Middle
Eastern contracts. Psychologically, it makes all the diﬀerence in the world to have the ICC
signing a partnership with ADGM, even if their physical presence is minimal.”

The opening is the latest step taken by the ICC to expand its global oﬀering. The oﬃce will be
the ICC’s third representative oﬃce worldwide, having already opened in Sao Paolo and
Shanghai. Case management oﬃces have also been established in Hong Kong and New York,
with Singapore slated to be open by early next year.

KEY CONTACTS
If you have any questions, or would like to know how this might aﬀect your business, phone,
or email these key contacts.

CRAIG SHEPHERD
PARTNER, TOKYO
+81 35412 5456
Craig.Shepherd@hsf.com

STUART PATERSON ANNA WREN
MANAGING PARTNER, SENIOR ASSOCIATE,
MIDDLE EAST AND
DUBAI
+971 4 428 6332
HEAD OF MIDDLE
Anna.Wren@hsf.com
EAST DISPUTE
RESOLUTION , DUBAI
+ 971 4 428 6308
stuart.paterson@hsf.com

LEGAL NOTICE
The contents of this publication are for reference purposes only and may not be current as at
the date of accessing this publication. They do not constitute legal advice and should not be
relied upon as such. Speciﬁc legal advice about your speciﬁc circumstances should always be
sought separately before taking any action based on this publication.
© Herbert Smith Freehills 2021

SUBSCRIBE TO STAY UP-TO-DATE WITH LATEST THINKING, BLOGS, EVENTS, AND
MORE
Close

© HERBERT SMITH FREEHILLS LLP 2021

