AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY LAW
REFORM AND REVIEW
ANNOUNCED
06 February 2020 | Australia
Legal Brieﬁngs – By Julian Lincoln, Kaman Tsoi and Marine Giral

On 12 December 2019, the Australian Government announced its
response to the Australian Competition & Consumer Commission’s
(ACCC) Digital Platform Inquiry. Despite the Inquiry’s name, only 1 of
the 11 recommendations in the report about data practices is
targeted at digital platforms.
While we discuss the broader issues raised by the Government’s response to the Inquiry
here, this article focuses speciﬁcally on the impacts for Australian privacy law. Those impacts
include a set of proposed initial reforms for 2020, along with a more expansive review of
privacy law to be completed in 2021.

Many of the proposed amendments would lead to greater alignment with the European
General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), however the ACCC does not recommend
wholesale adoption of GDPR and diﬀerences remain.
Some of the ACCC recommendations and commentary echo recommendations by the
Australian Law Reform Commission (ALRC) in a 2008 report on Australian privacy law. These
recommendations only received a limited Government response at the time.
In our publication we’ve provided a comparison of the ACCC recommendations with
corresponding provisions under the GDPR and with the ARLC and Government positions in
2008, which might enable businesses across diﬀerent sectors to predict what further changes
are in store in the more expansive review of privacy law to be completed in 2021, and work
towards compliance.
Click here to download our publication.
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LEGAL NOTICE
The contents of this publication are for reference purposes only and may not be current as at
the date of accessing this publication. They do not constitute legal advice and should not be
relied upon as such. Speciﬁc legal advice about your speciﬁc circumstances should always be
sought separately before taking any action based on this publication.
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