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Our 2021 M&A guide explores the key deal themes of the year as
global transactions rebound in the pandemic's wake.
2020 proved to be a year of two halves. In Q1 and Q2 the market suﬀered the eﬀects of the
pandemic in a dramatic way. But Q3 and Q4 proved surprisingly resilient, and we saw
signiﬁcant M&A activity, whether paused deals restarted, or new opportunities taken. After a
year when the three most popular phrases have been resilience, agility, and "you're on
mute", M&A seems to be emerging in 2021 on the right side of each of our trends.

THIS EDITION INCLUDES:
• Covid-19: dealing with a crisis
• M&A litigation – what we have learned
• ESG – front and centre, with a new
emphasis on social factors
• FDI – the pandemic adds a new dimension
• Public M&A – fortune favours the bold
• Stressed and distressed M&A – portfolio
management and opportunities
• Merger control – no wavering of
regulatory resolve
• Navigating the energy transition to net
zero – the course is set
• Regional perspectives
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M&A in 2020 - the new normal (PDF)
M&A in 2019 - Succeeding in a climate of
disruption (PDF)
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KEY CONTACTS
If you have any questions, or would like to know how this might aﬀect your business, phone,
or email these key contacts.
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